the type of lipoid present in the cells. A younger child was said to have a greater liability to one type of lipoid, and an older child to the other type. In none of the cases of Gaucher's disease he had seen were the parents relations, but he had seen two cases in one familv.
? Coarctation of Aorta.-LEONARD FINDLAY, M.D. E. C., male, aged 5 years and 5 months. Family history negative. Except that the head was bruised, owing to instrumental delivery, the child seemed a normal infant and his development was uneventful. He has always been considered a nervous child and suffered from diurnal and nocturnal enuresis till the age of 4 years and 5 months. For some considerable time the mother knew that " there was a murmur at the heart," and the boy has been seen by several doctors on account of this. He is active, plays like other boys and never presents dyspncea. He is a big, wellnourished and good-coloured boy. Height 46 in. and weight 56 lb., the average for his age being 42 in. and 43 lb.
Heart dullness increased to right; loud ventricular systolic murmur audible all over praecordia-best heard at base and well heard behind in both interscapular regions-femoral pulsation very weak.
Di8cus8ion.-Dr. WILFRID SHELDON said that in this case the diagnosis turned largely on the question of pulsation in the arteries of the lower limbs. In the normal child the femoral pulsation was a very definite affair and easy to palpate, but in this case. although femoral pulsation could be made out, it was very faint and much less than normal. Although this child showed no traces of a collateral circulation, there were other suggestive signs, e.g., the systolic bruit was loudest actually off the precordia, just above the inner end of the right clavicle, where also there was a thrill; and aortic pulsation in the episternal notch was easily felt. Was there in this case any difference between the bloodpressure in the arms and that in the legs, since in cases of coarctation of the aorta the pressure was higher in the upper extremities. The suggested diagnosis of aortic coarctation fitted the case better than any other.
Professor FINDLAY, in reply, said that he had thought of the question of blood-pressure. He had frequently tried to ascertain the blood-pressure in the legs of normal children, but without success. He had not appreciated a thrill in this case.
Large Umbilical Hernia in an Infant.-CECIL P. G. WAKELEY, F.R.C.S. Joyce M., aged 14 months, is the youngest child of a family of fourteen. All the other children are alive and well. The mother had a normal labour, and the child was breast-fed until she was 10 months old.
The umbilical hernia was first noticed when she was one month old; it was controlled for some time with a flannel binder and a penny, but has been gradually increasing in size, and seems to be causing a certain amount of pain to the infant, who first came under observation a month ago. It is this type of hernia which to my mind requires operation, sooner or later. This child has had the hernia for a long tunme and has been treated by strapping. At present there is a very hard. fibrous ring, through which a good.deal of gut comes out, and I do not think that this ring can contrac~t down, whatever the treatment. When the child cries or strains, several feet of intestine pass out into the hernial sac.
Discussion.-Dr. H. S. STANNUS said that among the native races of Africa, in every few hundred inhabitants one found twenty or thirty children with large umnbilical hernibe (figs. 2 and 3). One cause, he believed, was that the cord was cut close to the placenta, and there was a good deal of traction on the umbilicus from birth until it separated, and possibly there was associated sepsis. [Dr. Stannus exhibited lantern slides of African children showing the condition.] On the other hand one seldom saw an adult with an umbilical he'rnia in these races. The children, though breast-fed until 2 years of age, were literally stuffed with starchy food, causing starch dyspepsia and distension, and later they suffered from large spleens due to malaria. These two causes of abdominal distension were factors in the hernial protrusion. The hernia in these races was generally no longer to be seen when the children were over 10 years of age.
Mr. WAKELEY (in reply) said that he had seen several cases of umbilical hernia in adult males, but the condition was not so common as in adult females. In many of the female cases the infant had the hernia at birth, or shortly after birth, and in children who were supposed to have been cured with strapping, hernia developed later. One object in operating was to prevent this later development. History.-Swollen cervical glands first noticed two years ago and said to have been due to an attack of mumps six months previous to onset. Gradual increase in size since then. Treated at St. Bartholomew's Hospital eighteen months ago, when a gland was removed for examination and reported to be tuberculous. Later brought to Hospital for Sick Children, Great Ormond Street.
